Chapter III
THE FAMILY
qriHE necessity of restoring the role of the family in order to
A ensure the moral recovery of the country has often been
stressed by the leaders and the Press of Vichy. In this regard,
however, they have merely continued a policy which France had
resolutely pursued for a number of years.
The most effective measures in this respect are obviously those
relating to the return to the land, which will be examined in
another place, and which are at some time in the future to be
supplemented by rural social legislation based upon the family.
But we must not have any great illusions as to the real bearing
of these measures.
Until November 1940, except for the creation of a Secretariate
of State for the Family, practically nothing had been done, and
Le Temps itself was obliged to acknowledge as much (November
14, 1940). Nevertheless it covered up the lack of reality in the
measures adopted by the following argument:
Above everything, and this the Government has thoroughly
grasped, the problem of the family demands a moral revival. The
steps taken to solve it may seem insignificant. But we can feel in
all the new laws, even when they are only remotely related to the
family, a kind of permeation of the idea. . . . The effectiveness of
this method is not to be doubted. But it will only be revealed after
a long lapse of time, and in particular at the moment when, with the
return of peace, severed families will at last be able to unite again.
For it is self-evident that the maintaining of the two zones, the
captivity of nearly two trillion men, the economic position, all are
tremendous obstacles to the restoration of French homes.
Since that date two important measures in favour of the family
have been adopted: the alteration in divorce legislation, and an
extension of die system of legitimation by adoption. Two
others of some significance have also been effected: the reform in
death duties and the reform in family allowances, but these are
intended to encourage the birth rate rather than the family in the
proper sense of the word.
We shall analyse these various reforms after briefly indicating the
other minor measures dealing with details. (Note the creation!.